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Nevis, July 9. 1733. 


Will give you ſome Ac- 
count of the moſt violent 
Hurricane that has been 
in theſe Parts ſince Auguſt 
170%. It began on the zoth 
of laſt Month about Break 

of Day, at the North-Eaſt, where it con- 
tinued till near Ten, when it was at the 
Height from that Point ; then, ſhifting for 
a little Space into the Eaſt, it ſuddenly 
paſs'd with prodigious Force to the South- 
Eaſt, from whence it raged molt furiouſly 
till Twelve; at Twelve there was a Clap 
of Thunder, which here is deem'd a ſure 
Sign of the breaking up of a Storm ; ac- 
cordingly it reſpited till Two, and then 
began again with a louder 'Thunder-Clap 
than the firſt, but with leſs Fury than 
A 2 before ; 
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before ; and between 'Three and Four it 
ended. 'The Accounts you will have of 
this Hurricane from the ſeveral Iſlands 
mult needs differ widely; in one, it was 
perhaps the worſt they ever felt ; in ano- 
ther, nothing conſiderable. In one, it be- 
gan or ended ſooner or later than in ano- 
ther. In one, it was at the Height at 
'Ten in the Morning, in another at Noon, 
and, in a Third, perhaps, not till Three 
or Four in the Afternoon. In one, it ob- 
Terv'd ſome Uniformity in blowing, and 
was not ſo ſignal and ſudden in rifing or 
falling. In another, it came more in Guſts 
and Whirls; and, in a Third, there might 
be a Mixture of both : And the like in other 
Particulars. And yet theſe different Ac- 
counts may be equally true; for there 
was no ſmall Variety, even in this little 
Iſland. It was more violent in the Coun- 
try than the Town, and did more Miſchief 
in ſome Places of the Country than others, 
according as they lay more or leſs expos'd 
to it, or as more or fewer Guſts invaded 
them. Here it would often run along in 
narrow Veins, and whirl around, and take 
up whatever ſtood in the Way. The Houſe 
I live in is not above 200 Yards Eaſt from 
the Sea; and I ſaw one of thoſe Gyres, 
or Whirls, at no great Diſtance from me 
to the Northward, carrying, and at the 
fame time circulating within its Compaſs, 
an immenſe Quantity of Cane - Traſh, 
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Buſhes, and. Boughs of Trees; I followd 
it with my Eye into the Sea, where it 
toſs d, or drew up the Water to a vaſt 
Height into the Air, but the Rain falling 
prom than before, hinder'd me from fol- 
owing it long. That which to me ſeem'd 
awful and ſolemn, and to have ſomething 
very terrible in it, was the Wind's frequent 
and ſudden lulling, when from the loudeſt 
Roaring it would, all at once, fink into a 
perfect Calm, and the Silence would be 
moſt profound (except that the Sea was 
roaring at ſome Diſtance) for Half, or a 
whole Minute, and ſometimes for near 
two Minutes together, and then it would 
come on again with redoubled Fury ; and 
the longer the Calm, the greater the Fu- 
ry, as if it had retreated a while to col- 
lect its Force, and do the Work of Deſtru- 
ction in one Attack more. Happy it was 
for us that we had the Day for it, and that 
it did not take the uſual Rout of Hurri- 
canes! for had it come upon us in the 
Night, and blown from the Weſt, nothing 
but a Miracle could have upheld our Hou- 
ſes, and other Buildings, and perhaps many 
of us ſhou'd have loſt our Lives. As it 
was, we were taken napping and unpro- 
vided; and tho', for two or three Days 
before we ſaw all the Signs that are here] 
believ'd to be the Prognoſticks of an Hur- 
ricane ; yet being in the Month of June, 
and no Hyrricane having been known with 
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us in the Memory of Man, till after the 
20th of July, no body ſuſpected the leaſt 
Danger, till we were in it. For my own 
Part, I could not be perſuaded there was 
any Danger at all, till about Nine in the 
Morning, when the Neighbours were nail- 
ing up their Doors and Windows in a Hur- 
ry. 'The Air was ſomething hotter before 
the Storm than it uſes to be, and conti- 
nues ſo ſtill; and ſome of us, having the 
Storm ſtill ſounding in our Ears, are not 
2 little apprehenſive of another, before 
the Expiration of the Hurricane-Months. 

In the Beginning of 'the Storm , the 
Fine Frigate, a New-FEngland Ship, ca- 
pable of carrying 600 Hogſheads of Sugar, 
was drove out from the Road of Baſterre 
in. St. Chriſtopher's, with only 150 Hogs- 
heads, and a very few Hands on board, 
and now lies at Wreck at Spaniſh-Town ; 
but her Hands were taken up by a Sloop 
between St. Ey/tace and Anguilla. When 
the Wind flew about to the South-Eaſt, 
Ten or Twelve Top-ſails (among which 
are the Fly-boat, Captain F//is, the Naſ- 
ſau, the Stapleton, the Ancient Briton, 


the Prince of Wales, and a Brigantine 
bound for Philadelphia, and almoſt all 


the Sloops and ſmall Crafr, were drove 
aſhore from their Anchors at Baſterre, 
and immediately bulg'd or ſtav d. A Ship 
from Gl/aſeow, which rid it out till the 
Morning aiter the Storm, and then pres 
her 
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her Cables, is got off again without any 
Harm; but hear it is not poſſible to ſave 
any of the reſt. The Paddington Snow 
rid out the whole Storm, and ſailed for 
England on the 2d Inſtant, with the firſt 


News of it. T ore-Gally, Captain 
Conway, being put to Sea from 
the Oid Road t. Chriflopher's, but 
without her Papers and Letters, or Water 
for the Voyage ; thrice (I'm told) was the 
Axe lifted up to cut her Maſts away, but 
ſhe kept up, and in three or four Days 
return'd ſafe to the ſame Place, from 
whence ſhe ſailed laſt Saturday for Hull 
in 7ork/hire, where I hear they are ere&- 
ing a Sugar-houſe. At Sandj-print in the 
ſame Iſland, a Ship from Philadelphia, 
Captain J/right, was drove upon the Rocks 
of Bel-tache, where ſhe was beat to Pieces, 
and all the Crew loſt, except one Man, 
and a Boy of about Ten Years old, the 
Manner of whoſe Eſcape is thus related 
to me. Yu ſee, ſaid the Man to him, 
they are all drown'd ; can you ſwim ? No, 
anſwer'd the Boy. Then you muſt drown 
too, ſaid the Man; and with that flung 
himſelf from the Wreck into the Sca. 
The Boy leap'd after him, and a Dog, 
which the Boy uſed to feed and play with, 
inſtantly follow'd. The Dog made up firſt 
to the Man, but finding his Miſtake, fell 
a whining dolefully, when looking about, 
he ſaw the Boy, and made up to him. The 


Boy 
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Boy too eagerly laid hold on the Dog, 
and hung ſo heavy, that the Dog with 
much ado got clear of him, but ſo as to 
ſwim cloſe by, and the Boy grown wiſer, 
was content to lay his Hand now and then 


on the Dog's He Neck, by which 
means he got ſafe e Land. The Man, 
being a good Swimmer, and robuſt, ſav'd 
himſelf, Two other Ships (both, I think, 
Liverpooi-Men) put to Sea from the ſame 
Place, and made a Shift to keep above Wa- 
ter, with the Loſs of the Rigging, Boats, 
and ſome of their Hands; but a Shallo 
belonging to Sir Charles Payne was lol 
thereabouts, with two or three of his beſt 
Slaves. 

Here [ Nevis] Captain Cuſſens, in the 
Brigantine St. Mary's of New-FEngland, 
put to Sea in the Height of the Weather, 
with about 70 Hogſheads ; he was ſoon 
forced to cut away the Rigging and Maſts; 
but was met two or three Days after a 
good way to Leeward by a Sloop, which 
informs us, that he is gone for Zamaica. 
Captain Payne, in a Briftol Snow from 
Guinea, having got his Loading, put out ; 
but the Veſlel, being crazy, ſunk down 
between St. Euſtace and St. Martin's; 
himſelf and all the Crew were drown d, 
except the Boatſwain and two Sailors, who 
ſwam to a Bermudas Sloop, which had 
overſet at a ſmall Diſtance from them, 
and ſaved themſelves on her Bottom * 
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her own Crew alſo did, till they were 
taken off. by a Sloop that happen'd to 
par that Way. 'The Bermudas Sloop was 
oaded by a Merehant here. One Partridge, 
an Inhabitant of this Place, put out in his 
Scooner with a Son of Mr. Sheppard's, and 
overſet near the Kate Shad as we ſup- 
poſe; the Scooner has ſince been ſeen, 
Bottom up, between St. Chriſtopher's and 
St. Bartholomew's. The Caſtle-Shallop 
belonging to the Eſtate of Sir Milliam 
Stapleton, had been with a Load of Sugar 
At r from whence the three Negroes, 
that failed her, ventur'd out in the Storm, 
and, to the wonder of many, kept the Sea, 
till they reachd Anguilla, where they 
were glad to run her aſhore to ſave them- 
ſelves, and are now return'd ſafe in another 
Veſlel with the Rigging, &c. of the Shallop. 
But a White Man, with two choice Negroes 
in Mr. Pemberton's Caſtle-Shallop, quitting 
her, got on board Captain Payne after he 
had put to Sea, and with him the two Ne- 
groes periſhed, the white Man ſav'd him- 


ſelf on the Bottom of the Bermudus Sloop. 


As Captain Payne's Snow was chiefly loaded 
by the Planters, I fear ſome of your Friends 
will ſuffer conſiderably by her Loſs. For 
ſince the Fall of Sugar in England, the 
Slave-Merchants will not ſell their Cargoes 
for Sugar, and we have no Caſhin England 
to pay for them in Bills. Theſe roger 
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therefore oblige the Planterto bargain with 
them for ſo much Money Sterling, and to 
load on the Ship that imported the Slaves 
fuch a Quantity of Sugar as they think 
will anſwer the Sum, and to conſign the 
ſame to the Owners of the Ship, and then 
draw Bills on thoſe Owners to pay them- 
ſelves for their Slaves out of the Produce 
of the Sugar, which, for ſome time paſt, 
has been ſaid (but not truly) to ſell better 
at_Zriftol than London. Formerly a Hogs- 
head of our Muſcovado Sugar uſed to clear 


in England 10 l. of late it clears ſomething 


leſs than 4 /. So that ſeven Hoghſheads 
now will hardly pay for a Slave of 28 J. 
Price ; whereas leſs than three wou'd have 
done it before. To this Paſs has the 
Ignorance or Negle&s of former 'Times 
brought the Sugar 'Trade of England ! and 
thus 8 Sugar Colonies ſerved, now 

e\ African Company has left off 
ſerving them with Slaves. 

The Damage done to Windmills and 
Houſes at St. Chriftopher's is reported to 
be great; here, bleſſed be God, it is but 
ſmall : Trees in ſeveral Places are torn up 
by the Roots ; many of the Negro-Huts, 
Mayors-Houſes, and flighter Sugar Works, 
are beat down; among the reſt, yours on 
the Plantation you rent to Mr, --— has 
ſuffer'd ſeverely, and the Houſe Mr. 


lives in on the Other, is much ſhatter'd 
on the ſide next the Mountain; other Lofs 
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111 
you have none here, except a very few N egro- 
Houſes on the Plantation you manure your 
ſelf, and the Laying of the Canes, which 
is general. The Sea-horſe Man of War, 
Captain Baker, put to Sea from Mont- 


ſerrat ; I ſaw her on the 3d Inſtant plying 
to Windward with Jury Maſts, but without 


her Head, Boltſprit, or any of her former 
Rigging or Maſts, and I have heard ſince, 
that ſhe fent a Yawl (her other Boats 
being loſt) to Montſerrat, to fetch off ſome 
of her Crew that were left there when ſhe 
put out, and that ſhe wasgoing to Engliſh 
Harbour in Antegoa to refit, and after 
that deſign'd for Boſton in New-England. 
The Shipping at Montſerrat have had 
much the ſame Fate as ours; ſome Shi 

wreck'd Sailors from thence have ſaved 
their Lives at Indian- Caſtle in this Ifland, 
but many more are loſt. Captain Hughes's 
Ship (a Liverpool Veſſel) put out, but 
her Hands quitted her at Sea, and got on 
board Captain Jones (a Briftol-man) who 
is now ſafe in this Road, with the Loſs of 
his Mizzen Maſt and ſome other Matters. 
Hughes's Ship was taken up at Sea by a 


ſmall Durch Veſſel, and carried into St. 


Euſtace. A Sloop belonging to Mr. bb, 
the Collector of Montſerrat, overſet in 
going out of the Road, as did a Rhode- 
Iſland Sloop at the fame time. But the 


Loſs there in Shipping is nothing to the 


Havock that is made aſhore : Of the 36 
© Wind- 
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Windmills they had, 30 are blown down 
to the Ground, and the other Six are much 
ſhatter'd, having loft their Veins and Round- 
houſes : Aboye 20 Houſes in their Town 
[Plymouth] are deſtroy'd, and many more 
in the Country, with moſt of the Boiling- 
Houſes, and the Sugar in them, which 
was conſiderable. Colonel William Lyd- 
del was ſo bruiſed with the Fall of his 
Houfe, that he died two Days ago, much 
lamented ; many of the Whites, and more 
of the Blacks are hurted, and ſome killed 
by the falling down of their Houſes; and, 
in ſhort, they are in ſo miſerable a Coñ- 
dition all over that Ifland, that if I had 
Credit enough to preſume ſo far, I wou'd 
recommend their Caſe to the publick Fa- 
vour and Compaſhon ; they are well known 
to be an honeſt laborious People, and the 
Cuſtom-Houſe Books at Home will, in part, 
demonſtrate their Uſefulneſs to the Nation. 
'The Lofs in Sugar alone in the Shipping 
of Nevis and St. Chriſtopher's, with what 
lay exposd to the Weather on the ſeveral 
Bays, is computed at about Two Thouſand 
Hogtneads; and,, which mult prove of far 
worſe Conſequence in this and next Year's 
Crop, the young Canes are almoſt every 
where ſtript and twiſted, or blown out of 
the Ground, and the old ones laid flat 
upon it. The Dutch have ſuſtain great 
Lofles, both on Shore and in their Ship- 
ping, at St. Euſtace. FR 
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As there can be no Ship from hence or 
St. Chriflephar's in a great while, I ſend 
this to he forwarded by the firſt Veſlel 
from Antegoa, where I hear the Damage 
has not been great by Land, and the Loſs 
in Shipping inconſiderable. 

It is certainly ſtrange, conſidering how 
fatal thefe Storms prove, and their Fre- 
quency here, in what we call the Hurri- 
cane- Months (which begin, as our Way of 
Reckoning has been hitherto, with the firſt 
full Moon or Change after the middle of 
July, and end with the firſt Full or Change 
after the roth of October) that we thou'd 
not conſult our own Preſervation more 
than commonly we do. Some Appearances 
indeed have concurr'd to render us impro- 
vident, but without juſt Ground. I have 
been in above fifteen of theſe Storms here, 
none whereof came any thing near to that 
which was in the latter end of Auguſt 
1707; and for the laſt feven or eight 
Years , the Storms in theſe Months have 
been no ways deſtructive, but rather be- 
neficial to us, becauſe of the great Rains 
that. generally accompanied them; and 
during the whole Hurricane-Months of 

731 and 1732, we hardly felt one extra- 
ordinary Guſt of Wind. Many of the 
preſent Inhabitants of our Leeward-1//ands 
(eſpecially of St. Chriſtopher's) having ſet- 
led here fince the grand Storm in 1707, 
and ſuffer d nothing very grievous rom 

that 
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that Time by Storms, are too eaſily in- 
duc'd to ſtudy Ornament and Convenience 
in their Buildings, rather than Safety. I have 
been told by an ancient Gentleman, that 
he had often heard his Father ſay, that 


there was once (I think about the Year 


1648) a moſt ſevere Hurricane in thoſe 
Parts, in the Month of May; but Length 
of Time, and Loſs of Records, have 


brought the Fact itſelf in Queſtion. About 


eight or nine Years ago, there was a great 
Storm of Wind here from the Eaſt, which 
held for fix or ſeven Hours; but not 
ſhifting all that while, and no Harm being 
done to the Navigation, and but litle on 
the Land, it was,not much minded then, 
and is forgotten now. And we had a 
moſt violent Guſt of Wind on Eaſter- 
Monday (April 7.) in the Year 1729, at- 
tended with a heavy Shower of Rain 
and Hail, and, at length, of Hail alone. 
It happened exactly at Noon; when, from 
the brighteſt Sun-ſhine, ſuch a Darkneſs 
all at once overſpread our Itfland, that 


we cou'd not ſee diſtinctly within Doors, 


without Candles. It laſted about Fiſteen 
Minutes, and blow'd ſo hard all that Time 
from the Welt, without varying one Point, 
that ſome of the Ships in the Road be- 
gan to drag their Anchors, the Cables of 
others were parting, and all of them muſt 
have been brought toLandina few Minutes 
more. It broke up as it began, — 
an 


L851 
and the Sun in an Inſtant appear bright 
as before. Some of the Hail-ſtones were 
of the Bigneſs, and pretty near the Form 
of an Engliſh Horſe-Bean of the ſmaller 


| ſort, except that they were corner'd, and 


ſhew'd every where a Diamond Cut. I took 
up ſeveral Handfuls of them (for they lay 
in Heaps under the Eaves of the Eaſt-ſide 
of the Houſes) and as often put ſome of 
the Stones into my Mouth, which gave 
me the Senſation of a certain agreeable 
Coldnefs, to which I had been many Years 
a Stranger, 1. e. they felt and taſted juſt as 
Hail does in Europe, or rather, were e- 
qually cold and inſipid. At firſt, I imagin'd 
the Hail Shower reached no farther than 
the Road, and three or four Miles around 
it, but was ſoon inform'd, that it ſpread 
over the whole Iſland, and that the Hail 
which tell up the Country, and on the 
Eaſtern-ſide, was in many Places larger 
than what I ſaw in Town. I need not 
add that it preſently diſſolv'd ; and, as you 
know it is a Cuſtom here for the Bulk of 
our Men to divert themſelves on Eaſter- 
Monday, either in 'Town, or at other 
ſet Places, with Cock-fighting, you will 
not ſcruple to believe, that the Children 
in the Country, and ſuch of our Women 
as never were in a Northern Climate, and 
above all, that the Negro-Slaves (having 
no more Notion of Hail, Ice, or Snow, 
than one that has always livd in we 

142 
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Britain, and had no Cotivetfation with 
Meſt-India Travellers, or their Writings, 
has of our White-Poll Mountain Pigeon, 
or of our Cuſtard, Sour-Sap, or Mammce- 
Apple) muſt have done and ſaid a great 
many odd Things at the Sight of the 
Hail, eſpecially as it came ſuddenly upon 
them, and in an Hurricane of Wind, and at 
a Seaſon when Storms are as little lock'd 
for Here, as they are in England in the 
beginning of July. I have heard it affirm'd, 
but can produce no Vouchers for it, that 
Hail has often fallen in former times in 
Barbadoes, which lies about four Degrees 
more Southerly than we do; but it may 

erhaps deferve Confideration, that tho' 
Fre Wind was violent enough at the ſame 
Time in all the Neighbouring Iflands, 
and particularly at Montſerrat, which is 
about Six Leagues from us to the South- 
Eaſt, and at St. Chriſtopher's, which is not 
above two Leagues from us to the North- 
Weſt, yet there was no Sign of Hail in 
any Part of either of them. And as im- 
petuous as the Wind was while it laſted, 

et not having laſted long, and done but 
little Damage, the Impreſſion it then made 
on us quickly went off, and we have only 
regarded it ſince as a Piece of News or 
Curioſity to entertain Strangers with, or 
as one of thoſe extraordinary Events that 
do not come Twice in one Age, or 
more, 


Upon 
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Upon theſe, and the like Accounts (I 
gueſs it is, that we are generally grown 
ſo remiſs. in preparing againſt theſe Storms. 
Moſt of our Houſes in Montſerrat, Nevis 
and St. Chriſtopher's, are made of Timber, 
whereas it would evidently be much better 
for us to build with Brick, which might be 
done, conſidering the Durableneſs there- 
of, with leſs Expence than Timber ; for 
Brick and Lime may be had from England 
at near the firſt Coſt; and as the Ships 
from London come out frequently vey 


light, they would be glad to bring us thoſe 
Materials in a manner Freight-tree ; all 
we have to do, is to contract (by. a Char- 
ter-Party, or otherwiſe) to load ſome of 
them with Sugar, within a certain Time 
after their Arrival here, and on ſuch a 
Freight per Cent home, as can be agreed 
on, which (as might be proved with great 
Eaſe) would often be advantageous, and 
ſeldom or never hurtful to us in other Re- 
ſpects. As it is, we are forc'd to fetch all 
our Ground Timber, ſuch as Iron-Wood, 
Lignum Vitz, Gc. from Santa Cruz, and 
other diſtant Places (for our Leeward 
1/lands have, for ſome Years, unleſs I 
ſhould except Antegoa, as to Iron-Wood, 
been almoſt quite exhauſted of the more 
hard and durable Kinds of Timber; and 
none of the Fuſtwick and Lignum Vitz 
Janks, which we now ſend in ſuch Quan- 


tities to England, are of our own Growth, 


 & but 
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but all bought up at Leeward, to ſerve as 
Balaſt for the homeward-bound) and all 
the other Sorts of Timber for the Roof, 
Beams, Wall-Plates, c. and all the Boards 
and Shingles, are brought to us from New- 
England, and other Northern Provinces. 
No doubt, we ſhould begin to build in 
Towns with Brick or Stone, if ſuch Build- 
ings were to be exempted from paying 
Taxes (as was try d with good 9 at 
St. John's in Antegoa) for ſome Years, 
and our Planters in the Country wou' d 
very probably do ſo too, if encourag'd to 
it, by an Abatement of the Taxes on their 
Slaves. Not to mention how much ſafer 
we ſhou'd then be from Fire, to which 
our Houſes are now ſo liable, I'm fure 
ſuch Buildings wou'd prove a better Secu- 
rity againſt Storms, than any we can make 
of Timber. As to the Obje&ion from 
Farthquakes, tho' I have felt many a 
Shock here, I never knew, or heard of the 
leaſt Hurt done by any of them in theſe 
Parts, except the Cracking of a Wall, 
which is but ſeldom; whereas many a 
Life has been loſt, and infinite other Da- 
mage done by the Fall of. Houſes in a 
Storm, | 

Again; our Inhabitants wou'd do well 
to be conſtantly provided with ſtrong 
wooden Bars, and to have Iron Hooks and 
Staples always ready fix d at their Doors 


and Windows, into which to pin down 
thoſe 
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thoſe Bars on the Outſide of the Houſes : 
For after the Storm is begun, it is no eaſy 
Matter to nail Slips of Board (as the 
Way now is) acroſs the Doors and Win- 
dows ; ſuch Slips of Board are not always 
at Hand, and ſometimes Nails muſt be 
ſent for from the Shops ; the Negroes ſtand 
trembling in the Wind and Rain, and do 
their Work negligently ; the Maſter is wet 
too, and muſt ſhift to the Shirt twice or 
| thrice before it can be finiſh'd ; when the 

Storm breaks out in the Night, it is ſtill 
worſe, and after all proves but a ſorry Se- 


curity : Whereas, were we conſtantly pro- 

vided with ſuch Bars, Hooks, Staples, and 

Pins, there would be no need of driving 

Nails at all, but whenever a Hurricane 
threatned, we might fix and pin down all 

| the Bars in a Quarter of an Hour, or leſs. 

Beſides, it too often falls out, that the 

Storm grows outrageous before all the 

| Doors and Windows can be nailed up; 

| in the mean time, ſhou'd a Door chance 

to give way, or to fly open, as it requires 

a greater Strength to ſhut it than is to be 

| had readily, fo it may be broke to Pieces 

| in the ſhutting; and then when the Wind 

enters, and fills the Houſe, and whirls 

| about within it, if the Door or Windows 

| on the oppoſite Side are not ſet open to 

give it inſtant Vent, the Roof is in Dan- 

ger of being carry'd off at once, or, if it 

ſtands, by giving the Wind a preſent Vent, 
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yet the Diſheulty of ſhutting all up again 
is ſeldom conquer d; down comes the 
Houſe, with che Deſtruction of all the 
Furniture, c. and with the Loſs perhaps 
of ſome of the Inhabitants, of which the 
Hurricane in 1707 furniſhed us with many 
ſad Inſtances, and I wiſh this may not fur- 
niſh us with many'more from Montſerrat 
than we have yet heard of. 

Seventy or Eighty Years ago, our more 
provident Planters uſed to have what they 
call'd a Hurricane- Houſe, to take Refuge 
in, in a Storm. "Theſe Houſes were about 
14 or 16 Feet ſquare, and made of Stone 
and Lime from 3 to 4 Feet from the 
Ground to the Wall-plate, with Roofs as 
ſtrong as coud be made of Hard-Wood, 
I have ſeen the Remains of ſome of them 
here, and many more may be ſtill ſeen 
intire in Martinico and the other French 
Iſlands. But if I was Maſter of ſuch an 
Eſtate as yours in this Ifland, I would erect 
one upon it with an Arch-Roof, capacious 
enough to hold all my White and Black 
Family, all my Houſhold Furniture of Va- 
lue, and ſuch of my ,poorer Neighbours 
as could not make the like Proviſion for 
themſelves. I wou'd have it built for 
Strength, like the old Houſes between the 
Cities of Jr and Edinburgh, or, as ſome 


Moderns ſay they write, for Eternity. 


Here I woud keep my Salt Proviſions, Li- 
quors, Flower, &c. and on or before the 
20th 
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20th of June, every Year, I would car- 
ry into it all my Houſhold-Stuff and Ap- 
parel that cou'd be ſpar'd ; and as ſoon as 
I perceiv'd a Storm coming on, I wou'd 
firſt bar up all the Doors and Windows of 
my Dwelling-houſe, and then enter (not 
without ſome Solemnity) with my whole 
Family, Black and White, and ſuch of my 
poorer Neighbours as pleas'd to join with 
us, into my Hurricane- Vault, where 1 
would have Matters ſo ſet out before- 
hand, that none of us ſhou'd have any 
thing to mind, during the Storm, but our 
Devotions, in which we wou'd more ef 
cially remember all that travel by Land 
or by Vater, or that are not in ſo ſure a 


Situation as our ſelves. And if at an 


time afterwards I had Occaſion to fell my 
Plantation, I doubt not but the Purchaſer 


wou'd give me between Three and Four 


Hundred Pounds the more for it, on Ac- 
count of the Hurricane-Caſtle; tho I 
think I can prove, that the making of it 


cou'd not coſt me above Two Hundred 


Pounds: For all our Iflands, this eſpeci- 
ally, abound in Stone ; all of them make 


a little Lime, and Antegoa ſuch Quanti- 
ties, that I have known a good deal ex- 


ported from thence to the neighbouring 
Iflands; and it has been obſerved before, 
that Lime may be had for near the prime 
Coſt from England; fo that the chief Ar- 
ticle wou'd be the Maſonry ; and I queſtion 

| N not 
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not but a Maſon might be procured from 
Home for 25 /. a Year, and his Maintenance, 
who wou'd be a poor Workman indeed, if 
he did not compleat ſuch a Building, with 
two or three able-bodied Slaves to attend 
him, in leſs than two Years Time. 

Theſe Precautions are obvious enough, 
and cou'd not fail, humanly ſpeaking, to 
ſecure our ſelves, our Slaves, Houſes, Fur- 
niture, Apparel, &c. As for the Canes, 
there is no ſuch thing as preventing them 
from being torn out of the Ground, or 
thrown down upon it, and the Cattle, 6c. 
muſt take their Chance. 

With regard to the Shipping —— I am 
none of thoſe that pretend to direct others 
in their proper Buſineſs; but if I was Owner 
of a Ship that I deſign'd to trade or load 
at Montſerrat, Nevis, or St. Chriftopher's, 
in the Hurricane-Months, I wou'd take 
eſpecial Care in the firſt Place, to provide 
her with a Mate little ſhort of what the 
Maſter ſhou'd be in Point of Skill, and no- 
thing ſhort of him in Diligence and Inte- 
grity; and when I met with ſuch a one, 
he ſhou'd not fail of fit Encouragement. 
I wou'd order the Maſter to keep her as 
much in a failing Poſture as poſſible, from 
about the 2oth of June to the 2oth of 
October, and to chuſe ſuch a Birth among 
the other Shipping (eſpecially at Baſterre 
in St. Chriſtopher's) as to be able to put 
out at any time, when the Wind owe 

ar 
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hard from the North-Eaſt, being the 
Quarter in which our Hurricanes always 
begin, at leaſt, I have not heard of one 
Exception but that (mention'd above) from 
the Eaſt ; for the Hail-ſtorm was in April. 
I wou'd not ſuffer him to make Entertain- 
ments on board, on any Pretence whate- 
ver; but if he thought fit to feaſt the 
Freighters, or any of his Friends, to do 
it at a Tavern, or ſomewhere elſe aſhore ; 
for ſhoud a Storm ariſe, his firſt Care 
wou'd very juſtly be, to ſet his Gueſts on 
Land, which cannot be done with fewer 
than Four of his Hands to row the Pin- 
nace ; the Pinnace may not be able to get 
off again, and one or two of his other 
Boats, with two or three Hands in each, 
may be taking in Sugar from ſome of the 
diſtant Bays; mean while the Storm en- 
creaſes, he has not much above half his 
People on board, in vain he wiſhes for his 
Boats and Hands, and ſtands accuſing Fate 
or Fortune for what is pretty much his own 
Fault; and if withal he chanc'd to take a 
Glaſs extraordinary with his Company, 
and is then forced to put to Sea, let any 
Man judge what will in all likelihood be 
the Event. I wou'd compel him to keep 
in the Ship all Night, and to repair on 
board conſtantly by Seven in the Evening; 
for ſhou'd a Storm ſurprize him when latc 
aſhore, tis very poſſible he may not be 
able, nor have Preſence of Mind to ven- 
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ture off; at the ſame time, it is highly 
probable, if not certain, that the Pinnace 
wou d be waiting for him at the Water- 
fide, and ſome of her Crew to be call d 
on from the Punch-houſe ; his other Boats 
may not be got on board with their Sugar ; 
and ſhou'd the Mate then be obliged to 
put out, or be drove out, with perhaps 
not above five or fix Hands, and without 
the Ship's Boats, let any one judge what 
is like to be the Conſequence. I know 
ſome Excuſes are alledged for the Captain's 
being aſhore in the Night, which to me 
appear very frivolous: For, if they have 
any Goods to ſell at the Roads where the 
Ships ride at Anchor, nothing is eaſier, 
than ſo to order Matters as to go on board 
before it is dark, eſpecially ſince no Buſi- 
neſs of that kind can well be done here 
after Sun-ſet ; and if they have Buſineſs 
in the Country, every body knows, that 
one may ride round St. Chriftopher's, and 
call at ten or fifteen Places by the Way, in 


the Space of Twelve or Fourteen Hours, 


and the ſame may be done at Nevis and 
Montſerrat in two 'Thirds of that Time ; 
or if Buſineſs, whether in Town or Coun- 
try, requires a longer Attendance, the 
Captain had better (with regard to the 
Owner's, or to f. more freely than 
ſome perhaps will like, the Inſurers Inte- 
reſt) take another Day for it, than lye 
one Night out of his Ship, In ſhort, 2 
dhe 
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the Pretences I have heard for ſo doing, 
are extremely trifling ; and if a Maſter 
ſeem d to me to hanker after ſuch a Li- 
berty (here in Hurricane - time) I wou'd 
either not employ him at all, or not longer 
than till I cou d put another in his Place. 


As for the Mate, he ſhou'd not once lay 
his Leg over the Side, except on Holidays, 


when the Weather was fair and promi- 
ting ; and then, for fear of ſome croſs E- 
mergency, he ſhou'd have a Boat to wait 
on him while aſhore, in which he ſhou'd 
return on board an Hour before Sun-fet at 
the lateſt. I add (tho' ſomething foreign 
to the . preſent Argument) that when or 
wherever I was concern'd in a Veſſel, I 
wou'd have both Maſter and Supercargo 
bound in the ſtricteſt Articles, not to play 
at any Chance Game for Money, or for any 
thing more than a Bottle of Wine, or 
ſo; the Miſchiefs that come from Gaming 
are too well known to be mention'd 
here, and Trading or Sea-faring Men 
who practiſe it, otherwiſe than has been 
ſaid, deſerve to be hifsd out of Em- 


ployment. * 


We do not hear that the French Iſlands 
have had any of this Hurricane, tho' I think 
Guadalope could not eſcape it; it has 
certainly happen'd in evil time for us. 
France, having more than taſted the Sweets 


of the Sagar Trade, nouriſhes her Sugar 


Colonies with aH the Care of a tender 
5 D Mother, 
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Mother, and readily hearkens to, and 
ſtedily purſues, all thoſe Ways and Means 
that the gaining a Maſtery in that 'Trade 
requires, Our Sugar Colonics have been 
long on the Decline, and ſorely diſcourag'd 
and preſsd down from that very Quarter 
from whence their Support and Protection 
ought to come ; nay, their true State, and 
the real Intereſts of, our Mother Nation in 
the Sugar Trade, far from being attended 
to, ſeem hardly to have been known even 
by ſome of thoſe whoſe Duty it was to be 
Maſters in that Knowledge. 'This made 
me preſume to write 4 Detection of the 
State and Situation of the preſent Sugar 
Planters of Barbadoes and the Leeward 
Iſlands, which was publiſh'd in London in 
April 1732, with a Dedication to a Great 
Man at Court, who is ſaid to be always 
(a rare Felicity!) in good Humour, and 
wants no Soothing to promote that which 
his paſt Conduct ſhews to be chief in his 
Thoughts, gig. the Honour and Thriving 
of the Crown and Nation; but ſuch a 
Juncture of Things fell in then, that the 
Caſe itſelf cou d not be duly conſider'd in 
the proper Place, and I thereby gain'd Time 
to write 4 Supplement to the Detection, 
explaining ſome Matters that had been but 
ſlightly touch'd on there, to which was 
added a Poſicript taking notice of the 
gt upon the Nation by thoſe who 
have all along endeavour'd to hide from 


her 
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her the true State of her Veſt-India Con- 
cerns. That Supplement was Printed off 
by the 1oth of March laſt, when ſeveral 
Copies of it falling into the Hands of ſome 
Gentlemen in London, they were unani- 


 mouſly of Opinion (as my Factor writes) 


that it was better to be quiet, and not to 
publiſh any thing at that Time relating to 
the Sugar Trade ; and thereupon, it ſeems, 
my Bookſeller was prevail d with not to 
publiſh it at all, but for what Reaſons he 
has not yet thought fit to ſignifie to me; 
nor can I conceive how theſe Gentlemen 
came to make ſo free with my Property, 
the Expence of the Preſs being wholly 
mine, and none of them having had the 
leaſt Direction from me concerning it. As 
ſoon as I had Notice of this ungenerous 
(not to ſay foul ) Dealing, I wrote to the 
Bookſeller, on the 14th of May laſt, to 
publiſh it forthwith, whatever any one had 


to alledge againſt it, together with, 4 


Second Poſtcript, being an Anſwer to a 
Speech againſt the Sugar Colonies ſaid to 
have been made laſt Year in the H of 
C—s by Mr. O——pe. And having been 
inform'd by my Factor's Letter of the 15th 


of February, which I receiv'd on the 7th 


of April, of the Methods that were then 
propos d in England to retrieve the Sugar 
Trade of the Nation, I wrote An Enquiry 
into thoſe Methods, in which I ſhew'd 
their Inſufficiency, and alſo made bold to 
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1 
1 ſuch Methods as I doubt not will 
be judged (by all Engliſhmen who under-. 
ſtand the Sugar Trade and are not Fen- 
chify'd) to be the Methods without which 
it is impoſſible to retrieve it. A Ship that 
ſailed from this Iſland on the zoth of April 
carried that Enqury, and a Duplicate 
thereof was ſent by another » from St. 
Chriſtepher's in Ten Days after; but as 
it mult have gone thro the ſame Hands as 
the Supplement, very like it has found 
the ſame Fate; our lateſt Letters from 
Lindon are of the z0th of April, and we 
are wholly in the dark as to what has 
paſs'd there in regard to the Sugar Trade, 
and I know not what is become of my 
Papers, But ſince it is evident that the 
Circumſtances of the Sugar Colonies and 
Trade have not been fo well underſtood 
in England as their Importance deſerves, 
and ſince it cannot but be confeſs d pro- 
bable, that ſome uſeful Hints may be given 
concerning the ſame from theſe Parts, I 
hope, it theſe Papers have been ſtifled, it 
will not give Offence if they are publiſſid 
by ſome other Bookſeller next Winter, 
altho' the Publick ſhou'd have done with 
the Subject they treat of. Every Man 
ought, as be bas Opportunity, to do what 
he can for the publick Emolument ; every 
Man therefore ought to have Leave to 
vent his Mind concerning it, as he has 
Opportunity, provided his Manner be de- 
. b cent 
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cent and reſpeſtful, and that he diſcovers 
nothing of a Spirit of Falſhood or Faction, 
Cavilling or Calumny. Whoever denies 
that Liberty on theſe Terms, or preſumes 
to take it on any other, bo the Subject 
Civil or Sacred, and the Form of Govern- 
ment Turkiſh, Dutch, or what you will, 
ſeems to ma to take a ſure Way, tho' he 
may not perceive it till late, to fruſtrate” 
what he has, or wou d ght to have, 
in View, vis. the ſerving 
nity. And if in any ſuch 
I do but eſcape Cenſure, 
I ſhall have all the 


nefit I defire, or 
indeed have Occaſion to deſire from it,” 
for myſelf. 


I ſhall only add here that, as many of 
our Inhabitants of the middling or poorer 
ſort, have for the laſt Three or Four Years: 
. been removing with their Slaves to the 
4 Northern Calonics, where they can with 
1 Eaſe raiſe or purchaſe thoſe Conveniences 
= of Life which are not, in the preſent 
1 Decay of the Sugar  Colonics, to be had 
1 here, but at an Expence above their Abi- 


: lity ; fo (unleſs thoſe to whom it belongs 
h can deviſe ſome ſure and ſpeedy: Means 
4 to prevent it) there is no doubt but all 
| our other Inhabitants, who have but ſmall 
y Plantations} and not above 20 or 30 Ne- 
0 grocs, will in a ſhort Time diſpoſe of 
2 themſelves in the ſame manner, and ſome 
- of them perhaps may go to the foreign 


1t Sugar 
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onies, where they are ſure of 
a hearty Welcome; and when theſe are 
gone, the Maſters of ſuch large and 

well-ſettled Plantations as Yours is, muſt 
either betake themſelves to ſome other 
'Trade than Sugar-making, or quickly fall 
a Sacrifice to the more dextrous Rivals 
of our Nation in that ManufaQure. To 
fay nothing. of the White Inhabitants, 
England has ſtill in her Sugar Iſlands, in 
young and old, about 240, ooo Negro- 
Slaves, which at 22 /. per Head is Five 
Millions Two Hundred and Eighty Thou- 
ſand Pounds Sterling, and the Buildings, 
Sagar-Utenfils, c. In the ſame Iſlands, 
are worth near 'Twice that Sum: Let 
her once loſe theſe, or give them up, 
and ſhe will find it no ſuch eaſy Mat- 
ter to regain the like in theſe Parts, or 
in any other that are equally fit for the 
Sugar- Manufacture. And I wiſh ſome 
Gentlemen wou d conſider before it be 
too late, that the Loſs of the Sugar- 
Trade wou'd be to Great-Britain, upon 
the general Balance with a certain 
Neighbouring Power, what Deſerters are 
in a Battle, a Loſs to the Side they 
leave, and a Gain to that they go to, 
which is double. I am, 


SIR, &c. 
N I 


